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10th April Girraween Show Day 

11th April Wetter and Wilder 

Our community has been shocked by the sad news of the death of Vissa Essan, a friend of Girraween P.S. 
and regular supporter of our Carols Night fundraising. The thoughts and prayers of our school have been 
with family members who have been affected by this tragedy.  
 
I would like to emphasise that school is a safe place for our students. Teacher supervision begins at 
8.30am each morning. All visitors to the school are required to sign in at the school office and wear a visi-
tor’s badge while on the school grounds. Any students leaving school before 3.00pm must be signed out at 
the school office and a note provided to the class teacher when leaving with an adult family member. 
 
Harmony Day is this Friday. We held special assemblies to promote the theme of Harmony Day, ‘Everyone 
Belongs’. Harmony Day 21 March is a day of cultural respect for everyone who calls Australia home – from 
the traditional owners of this land to those who have come from many countries around the world. By par-
ticipating in Harmony Day activities, we can learn and understand how all Australians from diverse back-
grounds equally belong to this nation and enrich it. All students were encouraged to wear orange today.  
How could you miss Mr Gosbell in his orange gear today!! 
 
Today we had two students representing our school at the regional swimming carnival. Madissyn Powells 
in 5T and Sophie  Powells in 3J. Congratulations to both girls! 
 
School photographs will be taken next Tuesday. Students should be in full summer school uniform on the 
day. All orders must be completed by next Tuesday. 
 
Best Regards, 
 

G. Walker    

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

20th March   Regional Swimming Carnival 
    Harmony Day at Girraween Public School 
25th March   School Photos 
9th April   P&C Meeting—7pm 
10th April   Girraween Show Day 
11th April   ANZAC Day ceremony 
    Wetter and Wilder Day 
    Last day of Term 1 
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Wentworthville/Seven Hills PSSA 
Zone Swimming Carnival 2014 

 
Due to an impressive turn out and results, from our own Girraween Carnival, we were able to send 17 

students to the Zone Swimming Carnival. While the quantity might look slight, in regards to the 860 

students who call Girraween PS their school, the quality could not be questioned, as the participants 

did our school proud. 

 

The day started with our students swimming the 50 metre freestyle. All involved put on a good show, 

to the delight of the parents that were present. Lauren Gafa, Amelia Randall, India Anderson-Prasad, 

Madissyn Powells and Sophie Powells all put in strong swims, which meant that Girraween would 

have a strong presence in the finals. 

 

Some of our swimmers had qualified for multiple events that took place throughout the day. Yash Patil, 

Jay Patel and Andy Chen showed true grit, while up against some strong competition from the other 

schools. Quality was also maintained by Anne Sebastian, Hannabeth Marchant, Vishal Puvanarajah, 

Jayce Leslie, Mohit Tholu, Elise Kelly, Monish Babu and Arthie Arulnesan.  All played an integral part 

in a spirited display of dogged determination in all areas of their involvement. 

 

One of the highlights of the day was the 4 x 50 metre relay races, where all our teams placed in the 

top three. In some of the races, daylight was in second place, with Madissyn Powells bringing the jun-

ior girls team home in first place, with a time of 3 minutes and 7 seconds. The senior boys had a closer 

race, with Yanni Haddad finishing off a battle for third place against a rival school. 

 

It cannot be denied that our school was able to hold its head high, along with other students from the 

15 other schools that attended. Only through the involvement of students, parents, teachers and op-

portunities to experience the thrills of swimming were we able produce such an inspiring result. This 

bodes well for the coming years. Congratulations to all! 
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Softball Newcombe Ball Cricket Tee Ball AFL 
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Round  4  21/3/2014     Wentworthville PSSA Summer Sport  
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This term HR14 are learning about the different types of  

animals that live in the ocean. 

They are exploring the anatomy of these animals by creating art-

works of their images using paint, paper plates, crepe paper, old CDs 

and crystal shapes. 

Their beautiful work 

was displayed in the  

office last week as well 

as making a wonderful 

representation of the 

ocean on the  

classroom’s back wall. 
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The School Photographer—Tuesday 25th March  
 

Dear Parents, 

Our school photo day is on next week— Tuesday 25th March. Each student should have received an 

envelope. All money / orders are to be placed in the money box at the front office. Please return all enve-

lopes by Monday 24th March, even if not purchasing photos. Students need to be wearing full school 

summer uniform with correct socks and black shoes. Photos will be taken of all students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Premier’s Reading Challenge encourages students to take up reading as an activity choice in their leisure time and 
ultimately enhance literacy performance in our school. It is a challenge to each student to read more and to read more 
widely.  
 
Students in Kindergarten to Year 2 will be completing the Premier’s Reading Challenge in class with their teacher read-
ing them the stories and entering the students’ details online for them. 
 
Students in Years 3 to 6 are required to complete the Challenge independently at home. 
 
How can Year 3 to 6 students participate?  
1. The 2014 Premier’s Reading Challenge begins on 3rd March. Students can register for the Challenge by entering 

their first completed book online by typing in DET Student Portal into a search engine.  

2. Log on to the Student Portal page using their school internet user name and password. Note: New students who 
have transferred from NSW state schools use the user name and password from their previous school. 

3. On the Learning link click on the + then the word More….  Premier’s Reading Challenge will appear on the list. 
Click on it. 

4. A box comes up with questions that you are required to answer before moving forward. 

5. Click on Student Reading Records (left hand column of page) 
6. To add a book either; 

 Select the Book title box and begin to type in the title of the book. A drop box will appear below where 
you can click on the book and the ID# as well as other relevant information will automatically scroll 
into the information boxes or; 

 Click on Booklists (left hand column of page). Select your PRC level and search by the title or author 
here.  

7. Click on Add to add the book to your child’s list. A new line will appear for the next entry. 
8. Borrow at least one Premier’s Reading Challenge Book from the Library every week during your Library lesson and 

you’ll be well on the road to completing this challenge. Remember the PRC books are clearly displayed in the 
Library with the appropriate coloured stickers on the front of each book.  

 
It’s easy and it’s a lot of fun too so make sure you are a part of the Premier’s Reading Challenge in 2014. 
 
Mrs K. Propst  
Teacher Librarian 
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VALUE OF THE MONTH:  PARTICIPATION 

 
Being a proactive and productive individual and group member, having pride in and contributing to the social and  
economic wealth of the community and the nation: 
 
In School Communities, evidence of this value includes: 

 communicating openly within and between different groups in the school community 

 encouraging and considering new ideas 

 forming partnerships with business and community organisations. 
 
In Classrooms, evidence of this value includes: 

 contributing to class discussions 

 encouraging creative thinking about issues and problems 

 accepting roles in group activities. 

Multicultural Perspectives Public Speaking Competition 
 
The Multicultural Perspectives Public Speaking Competition was introduced in 1996.  It aims to heighten the aware-
ness of multicultural issues among NSW primary school students while developing their interest in public speaking 
and improving their confidence and speech-writing skills. 
 
What are the speaking requirements? 
At each stage of the competition contestants present both a prepared speech and an impromptu speech.  For their 
prepared speech, contestants must choose a topic from the list of multicultural topics that are listed below.  The pre-
pared speech must be a multicultural theme.  Contestants will have 5 minutes to write their impromptu speeches.  
The speaking times for each speech and division are outlined below.  Note that speakers are expected to finish at or 
just beyond the official speaking time, and it will be considered poor timing to reach the continuous bell. 
 
Division / Speech    Warning bell   Speaking time (2 bells) 
Years 3&4 prepared speech  2 minutes    3 minutes 
Years 3&4 impromptu speech  30 seconds    1 minute 
Years 5&6 prepared speech  3 minutes    4 minutes 
Years 5&6 impromptu speech  1 1/2 minutes   2 minutes 
 
What are the prepared speech topics for 2014? 
2014 Years 3&4       2014 Years 5&6 
Racism is bullying       Asylum seekers 
Multiculturalism at the FIFA World Cup   The meaning of Australia Day 
Empathising with other people     Getting a multicultural education 
How kids can make a difference    Learning different languages 
Harmony Day       Religion 
Every family has a story      Multiculturalism in the media 
My overseas connections      The same but different 
When does a migrant become an Australian?  Un-Australian 
Multiculturalism at school      Stereotypes 
What makes a community     Living between cultures 
 
What are the adjudicators looking for? 
They will make their decision based on manner, matter and method the contestants presenting their speeches.  They 
will expect contestants to be confident and engaging speakers. 
 
Only two students from Stage 2 (Years 3&4) and two students from Stage 3 (5&6) can be chosen to represent our 
school. 
 
Students will be asked to present their speeches early next term.  Please see Mrs Povey for any further information. 
 
Best of luck. 
Mrs Povey 
Public Speaking Co-ordinator 
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Phone: 1800 460 870 
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