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School resumes Tuesday 8th October 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

20 September  Last day term 3. 
8 October   Term 4 begins. Kindergarten 2014 enrolments open. 
9 October   P&C Meeting @ 7pm 
26 October   Bunnings BBQ @ Seven Hills 
 

School Website: 
http://www.girraween-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/  Relieving Principal’s Message 

Congratulations to our school community on another productive and exciting term at Girraween Public School. In true 

Girraween style we end the term with even more stories of student celebration and success. 
 

On the sporting front we had a number of students attend the Regional Athletics Carnival. All of our students were 
great competitors and did our school proud. In the 11 Years Girls Discus, Kharrinnee Somasundaram threw the  

discus 25.83m. This throw has qualified her to go to the State Athletics Carnival later in the year. Woohoo! 

 
Our winning house for this term is Cuthbert. Students from Cuthbert have performed well in sporting events and kept 

their allocated area of the playground tidy. The purpose of our house teams is not only to focus on sporting achieve-
ments but also a way to display school pride and citizenship. Well done Cuthbert. 

 
On the academic front Girraween continues to demonstrate high standards of student achievement. In the 2013  

English ICAS the students from GPS received 3 High Distinctions, 35 Distinctions and 53 Credits. This is a wonderful 

result for our students and is a reflection of the quality learning environments that exist at GPS. 
 

Year 3 and Year 5 NAPLAN student reports are expected to be sent home to families in week 2 of next term. 
 

On the cultural front we had a very successful Multicultural Day. Students, staff and families came together to  

celebrate the diversity of our school community and marvel at the classroom displays that were the product of inves-
tigative learning throughout the term. 

 
The P&C will be concentrating all fundraising efforts in the near future towards the raising of money to returf our 

playground. Approximately $100,000 is needed to sustainably and safely beautify our playground. There are plenty 
of opportunities for all of our students, staff and families to work together to make this happen. The P&C has  

arranged for GPS to run the Seven Hills Bunnings BBQ on 26 October. Included in this newsletter is a form that you 

can fill out to help us achieve our fundraising goal by offering some of your time. Working together we can benefit 
our students. 

 
All students return to school on Tuesday 8 October next term. 

 

Have a safe and relaxing holiday. 
 

Regards, 
Miss Webster 

 
 



ICAS English Competition 
 

Recently we had 233 of our students from Years 3 -6 sit the 2013 ICAS English competition. 
 

Of those students who sat the English competition, 3 students were awarded High Distinction, 35 received Dis-
tinctions and 53 were awarded Credits. 
 
Congratulations to all of the students who participated in the English competition. 
 
High Distinctions:        
Stage 3          Stage 2 
Hannabeth Marchant and Aishani Ravichandran   Ananya Rajesh  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Distinctions: 
Year 3: 
Siya Pujari, Aravind Nadadur Rangarajan, Anunaya Rai,  
Shahana Sarvananda, Habib Ullah  

 

 

 

 
 
 

Year 4: 
Front Row: Davinna Srimohanarajah, Gajan Suntherachelvan,  

Akshanth Suresh, Piraveen Sutharsanan 
Second Row: Archanaa Kananathan, Vedika Sathi,  

Amrutha Sivaranjan, Rishanthi Sribaskaran  
Back Row: Sai Achanta, Jeremy Angelo Mathialagan, Mahika Arora,  

Dericka Hong, Gobiramya Jayakanth, Avanthika Kalaichelvan 
Absent from photo: Nidhiban Sivakanthan  

   
 

 
 
 
Stage 3: 
Girish Ravi, Praveen Premkumar, Shruti Mohite,  
Riya Thakur, Shebani Jeyakumar, Casey Lieu, Kaeshikan Ravi Raj,  
Xinyuan Chen, Ovia Gajendra, Harshithaa Muralidaran,   
Shivam Patel, Sajith Puvanendran, Pathmesh Rajeswaran, Piraveen Sribaskaran 
Absent from photo: Anoosha Mohanaraj 

 



Girraween Public School 
Multicultural Day—10th September 2013 

 
During Term 3 all classes researched and explored a country of the world.  Students displayed their work 
around their classroom.  On Multicultural Day, students visited different rooms to learn from and enjoy 
the presentations and displays of other classes.  Thank you to our ESL and Support Staff who made this 
day possible.  We are proud to celebrate the diversity of our school culture and share our learning with 
our community. 

 
 





LIFE  EDUCATION  NSW 
 

Our Life Education lessons will be taught in Term 4. 

Below is a brief outline of the program. Lessons will be taught in class.  

Children will receive a Life Education workbook and sticker. 

The Life Education van is coming to Girraween between  

Wednesday 9 October to Thursday 24 October. 

 

The programs address many of the components and objectives within the NSW 

PDHPE curriculum. 

 

Most children have paid $10.00 for Life Education, as this was included with the 

textbook package.  

 

For those who have not paid, money is due TOMORROW (FRIDAY).   
 

Stay tuned until after the holidays for information about how to purchase Life  

Education products. You can help Life Education continue to spread their message 

to school children. 

                                            

Thank you 

Miss Khoury 

Life Education Co Ordinator 

Kindergarten 
  

  

Year 1 

  

  

Year 2 

  

  

Year 3/4 

  

  

  

Year 5/6 

  

 

Clued Up 

  

  

Harold’s Mystery 

Tour 

  

Harold’s Hereos 

  

  

Be Cyberwise 

  

  

  

It’s Your Call 

 

Healthy lifestyle, personal safety, safety with medicines, 

body knowledge and self -assertion skills 

  

Body workings, passive smoking, safety, and decision making. 

  

Environmental health issues, emergency procedures and indi-

vidual needs. 

  

  

Explores cyber safety through animation, vox pops of chil-

dren, relevant scenarios, discussions and problem solving. 

  

  

Definition of legal drugs, decision making, emotions, peer 

pressure, risk taking, problem solving, safe and appropriate 

use of communication technology. 





Girraween Public School App 
 
We now have our very own Girraween Public School app. 
 

The app will be used to send notifications to communicate sudden changes to routine, for example PSSA 
being cancelled due to rain. 
 

The school calendar will be updated through this app. This school calendar will also be linked through our 
website and can be found by clicking the Our School tab on the top menu bar then the School Calendar tab 
on the right menu bar. 
 

This app is available for download for free in the Apple App Store and the Google Play Store. It can be 
found by searching ‘Girraween Public’. You will see the Girraween Public School logo. Click on the icon to 
download it. To access the app enter the following details: 
  Username:  community 
  Password: girraweenps 
 

When you open the app you will be able to select the grades for which you would like to receive notifica-
tions and information. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A feedback section is also included for users to comment on the app. This information will periodically be 
collated and sent to the school. 

Phone 
 
 

iPad  

JoanFest 2013 
 

JoanFest 2013 is coming to Girraween Public School.  
This is a film festival for and by Girraween Public School  
students. Some of our students will work in groups to create 
a short film. 
 

The film festival is called JoanFest in honour of the assembly cat who 
recently starred in her own short film.   Ask your child to tell you more 
about Joan. 
 

In Term 4, students participating in JoanFest 2013 will be making short films in class. 
 

Some families might have a video recording device at home that they are no longer using or a video re-
cording device that could be kept at school during term 4. If so, we would love to  
borrow  these devices. The devices will be used by students to record their film. 
 

If you are able to lend us your device, please label your device with your child’s name and class and 

send it to Miss Webster in the office. 



 

Value of the Month:  Care 

Concern for the wellbeing of yourself and others, demonstrating empathy and acting 
with compassion. 
 
In school communities, evidence of this value includes: 
 Providing early notice of students, parents and teachers experiencing difficul-

ties 

 Volunteering to assist in school activities 

 Programming to actively counter bullying and harassment 
 Implementing responsive student support systems being in place. 
 
In classrooms, evidence of this value includes: 
 Maintain friendly relationships 

 Making constructive and encouraging comment about other people’s work 

 Listening to others 

 Modelling skills for positive and caring relationships. 

http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/ 

http://www.parentingideas.com.au/Home  

LIMITED VACANCIES! 
 

Preschool is a necessary  stepping-stone to ‘big school’ 
and an important stage in a child’s development. At First 
Academy  
Preschool Childcare, we pride  ourselves on providing a 
safe and nurturing environment in order for your child to 
reach their full potential. 
 
Our centre caters for children from 0- 6 years of age, 
operating between 7:00 am and 6:00 pm and offering: 
 

 Quality supervised, learning and development 

programs integrated with play time 

 School readiness and transition programs for 

preschool children 

 Fun and enriching activities 

 All meals, including hot lunches, fruit and milk 

 
For enrolments or any enquiries, please call 9863 2361 
or visit the centre at 35 Carinya Rd. Gir-
raween and meet our qualified and friend-
ly staff. 
 
First Academy Preschool Childcare 
The Kids Paradise. 

UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN SYDNEY PENRITH OBSERVATORY 
School Holiday Kids Astronomy Programs 
 

Wednesday 25 September (10 am – 12 noon) -  
Rocket Launches 
Come along and find out the latest information on rocket  
launches. 
 

Astronomy Nights – 
Saturday 28 September (7pm – 9 pm) - Rocks from Space 
This talk will explain where the different groups of threatening 
objects come from, tracing their story back to the formation of 
the Solar system, as well as discussing the threat they pose to 
the Earth, and the other planets in the Solar system. 
 

Saturday 5 October (7pm – 9pm) - Exoplanets and life  
elsewhere: Which ExoEarths should we search for life? 
This talk will explain how astronomers across the globe are 
searching for exoplanets, before discussing the various features 
of a planet and its host star that researchers think might influ-
ence its habitability. 
 

These nights also include a 3D astronomy movie and viewing of 
the night sky through the University’s 0.6 metre and 0.25 metre 
telescopes. Our programs run regardless of the weather. 
 

Cost: $15 adult, $10 child/concession and $40 family. 
Bookings are essential: Book and pay online: www.uws.edu.au/

observatory,   Enquiries: Phone (02)4736 0135 or email 
r.mccourt@uws.edu.au 

http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/
http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/
http://www.parentingideas.com.au/Home
http://www.parentingideas.com.au/Home
https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=9540b32e2f5f455eb10acc05ee7b272d&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.uws.edu.au%2fobservatory
https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=9540b32e2f5f455eb10acc05ee7b272d&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.uws.edu.au%2fobservatory
https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=9540b32e2f5f455eb10acc05ee7b272d&URL=mailto%3ar.mccourt%40uws.edu.au





