
  GIRRAWEEN PUBLIC SCHOOL 

 Principal: Mr. G Walker 9 Bando Road   

Phone: 9631 3650 GIRRAWEEN   NSW   2145 

8th August 2013 
       

 

 

 

BOOK FAIR  8—22 AUGUST School Library 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

8—22 August  Book Fair—Library 
13 August   Australian School Mathematics Competition 
14 August   P&C meeting 7.00pm—library 
27-28 August  P&C Father’s Day stall 
 

Last week we had a wonderful celebration of the talent in our school during Education Week. Our  
Performing Arts Night was a showcase of dance, music, singing, performance and the contributions of 
students, staff and parents to our school community. Congratulations to all our performers and to Mrs 
Haworth for her organisation of this wonderful annual event. 
 
Next week our annual Book Fair will begin in our school library. This is an opportunity for students and 
parents to purchase high quality literature and books for enjoyment at very reasonable prices. Don’t 
forget money raised goes towards the running costs of our school library. Mrs Propst has a very busy 
schedule for the rest of this month. Thanks to those parents who have volunteered to assist in the  
library this year and especially this month during the Book Fair. More volunteers are welcome. 
 
In this newsletter we are recognising the excellent results our students have achieved in the ICAS  
Science competition. The standard of this competition run by University of NSW is extremely high. The 
achievements of our students has been outstanding. Congratulations to all those students who entered 
the competition. 
 
Next Monday evening a group of our students will participate in the Wakakirri—story dance competition 
performance at Parramatta Riverside Theatre. Mrs Johnson has been working with our performance 
group and put together a story dance based on ‘The Hobbit’. This has been a huge undertaking by  
students, teachers and parents. We were very impressed with the performance at the Performing Arts 
Night last week. Good luck to the group next week. There will be many proud parents in the audience. 
 
Yaejnesh Srikrishna in 4W has had his art work, Ocean Cruise, chosen for exhibition in Operation Art at 
the Armory Gallery, Sydney Olympic Park from 7 September—27 October. Entrants are selected from 
schools across NSW. Congratulations Yaejnesh, our new celebrity artist! 
 
At our next P&C meeting we will confirm the new arrangements for the Uniform Shop Coordinator posi-
tion filled by Nishanty Thevarajah. We will also be discussing the progress of our application for Out of 
School Hours Care at our school in 2014. All parents are welcome. 
 
I’m still hoping for one more Eels win this season. Maybe this weekend???  
 
All the best, 
 

G. Walker 

School Website: 
http://www.girraween-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/ 

 Principal’s Message 



ICAS Science Competition  
 

Recently we had 192 of our students from Years 3 -6 sit the ICAS Science competition.  Of those students who sat 
the test, 63 were awarded credits, 22 received distinctions and 4  students were awarded with high distinctions.   
 

High Distinctions: 
 Year 3 Year 4 Year 4 Year 5 
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Abinesh Ravichandran 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gobiramya Jayakanth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gajan Suntherachelvan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Shruti Mohite 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       Arita Kundu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Siya Pujari 

 

Shahana Sarvananda 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mahika Arora 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monish Babu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dericka Hong 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Justin Kim 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nathan Lai 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vedika Sathi 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dhruv Shah 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nidhiban  
Sivakanthan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rishanthi 
Sribaskaran 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Davinna 
Srimohanarajah 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Akshanth 
Suresh 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Praveen Premkumar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kaeshikan Ravi Raj 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aishani Ravichandran 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Siranjeev Suresh Balan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Casey Lieu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dominic Hu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kishhaan Ilango 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shivam Patel 

Congratulations to all of the  
students who participated in 

the Science competition. 

Year 5 

Year 6 

Year 4 



 Value of the Month:  Responsibility 

Being accountable for your individual and community’s actions towards yourself, 
others and the environment. 
 
In school communities, evidence of this value includes: 
 reflecting policy and school community needs in school rules 

 supporting the decisions of the school 
 accepting responsibility for the school's involvement in community activities 

 including in school rules strategies to reinforce appropriate behaviour as well 
as consequences for breaking rules. 

 
In classrooms, evidence of this value includes: 
 self-discipline 
 modelling expected behaviours 

 involvement in strategies to encourage compliance with school rules. 

http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/ 

http://www.parentingideas.com.au/Home  

 

 

An app that uses the human face as the focus for learning has been launched by the department to support young children in 

early literacy and numeracy. 

The I have fun with faces app for iPad and Android tablets engages young 
children in many learning activities by focusing on facial features. They join 

in singing, listening, reading making stories and solving jigsaws about parts 

of the face. 

"In Kindergarten topics are often studied such as 'who am I' which includes 

their identity - how many in the class or how many have brown hair. They 

count them and make graphs so the app supports a whole range of early 

learning subjects." 

The app features four sections: 

 song and actions: children listen to and perform actions to a song or 

learn and sing along with the music 

 create a face: children read and place the labels of parts of the face 

into the correct boxes, drag the features to the correct part of the face and 

find the hidden facial features 

 read a story: listen to and read a long and short version of a story 

called Faces 

 jigsaws: complete 9, 12 or 16 piece jigsaws with four of each to solve 

The app can be downloaded free from the App Store for iPads or from Google play for Android devices. 

 

 
Facing facts ... an app that helps young 
learners with literacy and numeracy using the 

human face as the focus. 

Photo supplied by LEARNING SYS-

TEMS DIRECTORATE 

 

http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/
http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/
http://www.parentingideas.com.au/Home
http://www.parentingideas.com.au/Home
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/i-have-fun-with-faces/id626572756?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=air.FunWithFaces&hl=en


Last week we had a wonderful celebration of the talent in our school during Education 
Week. Our Performing Arts Night was a showcase of dance, music, singing, perfor-
mance and the contributions of students, staff and parents to our school community.  

Here are some of the many wonderful memories. 



LIMITED VACANCIES! 
 

Preschool is a necessary  stepping-stone to ‘big school’ and 
an important stage in a child’s development. At First Academy  
Preschool Childcare, we pride  ourselves on providing a safe 
and nurturing environment in order for your child to reach their 
full potential. 
 
Our centre caters for children from 0- 6 years of age, operating 
between 7:00 am and 6:00 pm and offering: 
 

 Quality supervised, learning and development pro-

grams integrated with play time 

 School readiness and transition programs for pre-

school children 

 Fun and enriching activities 

 All meals, including hot lunches, fruit and milk 

 
For enrolments or any enquiries, please call 9863 2361 or visit 
the centre at 35 Carinya Rd. Girraween and meet our qualified 
and friendly staff. 
 
First Academy Preschool Childcare 
The Kids Paradise. 

Ramyaa Sivakanthan and Krishantan Senthurkumaran have been selected 
to represent Girraween Public School in the visual arts portion of the  

Celebrating the Arts Festival. The artworks that they have created will be on 
display at the Parramatta Riverside Theatre. 

Celebrating  
the Arts 
Festival 



 

Girraween Public  School 

Bando Road, Girraween, NSW, 2145. 
9631 3650 - 9631 9632 (Ph); 9896 3392 (Fax); girraween-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au  

  

8 August 2013 
 
Dear families, 
 
We now have our very our Girraween Public School app. 
 
The app will be used to send notifications to communicate sudden changes to routine, for 
example PSSA being cancelled due to rain. 
 
The school calendar will be updated through this app. This school calendar will also be 
linked through our website and can be found by clicking the Our School tab on the top 
menu bar then the School Calendar tab on the right menu bar. 
 
This app is available for download for free in the Apple App Store and the Google Play 
Store. It can be found by searching ‘Girraween Public’. You will see the Girraween Public 
School logo. Click on the icon to download it. To access the app enter the following details: 
  Username:  community 
  Password: girraweenps 
 
When you open the app you will be able to select the grades for which you would like to 
receive notifications and information. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A feedback section is also included for users to comment on the app. This information will 
periodically be collated and sent to the school. 
 
We hope you enjoy the app. 
 
Miss Webster, 
Deputy Principal. 

Phone 

iPad 

mailto:girraween-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au


PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE for Year 3 to 6 STUDENTS Only 

 
The 2013 Premier’s Reading Challenge is coming to a close. All completed reading records 

must be entered online no later than Friday 23rd August.  

 

So if you have a few books to go, get into the Library and READ, READ, READ!!  

 

The Book Fair arrives on Friday and it is a very busy time in the Library. Borrowing will, 

therefore, be limited to Premier’s Reading Challenge books ONLY to give students who 

haven’t completed the Challenge time to do so. 

 

Below is a reminder of how to log onto the Premier’s Reading Challenge. 

 

You can either: 

Enter each book as you read it or; 

Use the reading log to record the books read and enter all 30 books at once. 

 

1. Google - DET Student Portal (You can only log on to the Premier’s Reading Chal-

lenge through your Student Portal page). 

2. Log on to the Student Portal page using the User name and password used at school to 

log onto the school computers.  If you have problems with the user name or pass-

word please see your class teacher and he/she can organise to have it reset. 

3. On the Learning link click on the + then on the word More… 

4. Premier’s Reading Challenge will appear on the list. Click on it. 

5. A box comes up with questions that you are required to answer before moving ahead. 

(This only happens the first time you log on each year) 

6. Click on Student Reading Records (Left hand column of page). 

7. Select the Book title box. 

8. Begin typing in the title of the book read and a drop box will appear below where you 

can click on the book title and the ID number as well as other relevant information will 

automatically scroll into the information boxes. Alternately you may click on Booklists 

(Left hand column of page) and you can select the book you have read from the appro-

priate Challenge Level list. 

9. Click on Add to add the book to your list. 

10. A new line will appear for the next entry. 

 

Happy Reading! 

Mrs Propst 

Teacher Librarian 



The Scholastic Book Fair 

Dear Parents/ Caregivers,     8/8/13 
 
You are invited to attend a special reading event at our school; the 
Scholastic Book Fair!  Please review the Scholastic Book Fair Invita-
tion Book List that your child has brought home. It highlights some of 
the newest and most popular books available in children’s literature. 

 
 
Remember, the book list represents only a sample of the books available. Please accept our invi-
tation to visit the fair and view the complete selection of quality children’s books.  
 
Books inspire young minds and give children educational advantages. A successful book fair will 
not only benefit our school, but it will also help your child discover the rich rewards of reading. 
 
You may wish to donate a book from the fair to our school library. Your child’s name and 
class will be written on a plaque and placed in the front cover of the donated book. 
 
The book fair will be held in the Library and open for browsing and ordering (with payment) for 
books from Friday 9

th
 August to Wednesday 14

th
 August between 8.30am to 3.30pm.  

 
The Library will be open 8.30am to 3.30pm daily from Thursday 15

th
 August to Wednesday 21

st
 

August for collecting orders and continued purchasing. You are also invited to meet your child 
during class library time to order/purchase books. Class times are listed below. 
 
Thank you 
Mrs Propst 
Teacher Librarian 

FRIDAY 
9/8/13 & 16/8/13 

MONDAY 
12/8/13 & 19/8/13 

TUESDAY 
20/8/13 & 27/8/13 

WEDNESDAY 
21/8/13 & 28/8/13 

 9.00-940 4W & 2D  9.00-940 3T  9.00-940 3P  9.00-940 4S 

9.40-10.20 3C & 2A 9.40-10.20 2T 9.40-10.20 HR13 9.40-10.20 1S 

10.20-
11.00 

KD & 1P 10.20-11.00 1C 10.20-11.00 1R 10.20-
11.00 

1B 

                

11.10-
11.50 

3L 11.20-12.00 4M 11.10-11.50 HR12 11.10-
12.00 

3F 

12.00-
12.40 

KJ 12.00-1.10 6C 11.50-12.20 HR14 12.00-1.10 5P 

12.30-1.10 KH 12.20-1.10 6S 

1.10-1.50 KG             

    1.50-3.00 5R 1.50- 3.00 6L 1.50-3.00 5A 

2.10-3.00 KK 






